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Anna Klingmann, M.ARCH. PHD, the founder of Klingmann Architects + Brand Consultants, delivered a 
timely lecture to architects, real estate developers, and building industry leaders at the World Architecture 
Congress 2012, a part of Cityscape Global, held at the Dubai International Convention and Exhibition 
Center. The convention entitled "Shoots of Recovery: Working Our Way Out of the Crisis" featured just 
over a dozen expert opinions on financial conditions of the global real estate market and its implications 
for architectural practice and project development. Having won awards previously at Cityscape, 
Klingmann was invited as an expert speaker, to deliver her perspective and research on architecture as a 
product of global economic forces

The Dubai-hosted conference was very different than those of the recent past, even those of only four
years ago. Glitzy room-filling models of entire cities were absent. In their stead, highlighted projects were 
comprised mostly of small-scale interventions and focused on their high levels of relevance, sustainability, 
and local sensitivity. Klingmann's lecture, "Designing Destinations from the Inside-Out," discussed the
greater paradigm shift in relation to her firm's own projects. Her office's regional, performative, and place-
based approach, which has been in place since the firm's beginning in 2001, are now the directions in 
which architecture is headed.

Klingmann spoke on how the world is turning away from global icons, easily recognized for their heavy-
handed architectural signatures. These icons as discussed by Charles Jencks in The Iconic Building: The 
Power of Enigma have been exponentially increasing in number and frequency since the late 1990s. 
Klingmann charted the growth of global icons alongside the expansion of global capital into emerging 
markets, and noted the resulting homogenization of the global village. She explained that the current 
pause in the economy presented professionals in the industry with a moment to stop and rethink the 
methods of designing and building which led to the collapse.

Recent work discussed in Klingmann's lecture included: Zhejiang Energy Research and Development 
Complex, a high tech campus of over 54,000 m2 in Hangzhou, China; Muttawar, a sustainable residential 
community of over 64,000 m2 in Muscat, Oman; and Khawr Awqad, a sustainable mixed-use community 
of over 170,000 m2 in Salalah, Oman. In 2010 KABC was nominated for six Cityscape awards and won
the Environmental Award for Khawr Awqad.

Klingmann's lecture concluded with her firm's recent proposal for the National Museum of Afghanistan. It 
was the cornerstone of her perspective on how to rethink the architectural status quo before the collapse -
what she labeled as "The Extroverted Icon" - and oppose it with a new way of working - "The Introverted 
Icon." The status quo of development exports a handful of architectural styles around the globe and in 
turn created homogeneous copies. Klingmann explained that KABC's approach is both performative and
regional in an effort to both respect and leverage regional differences as opposed to erasing them. She
stated that the only way a development can truly be differentiated on the global stage is by emphasizing 
the particular identity, culture, and climate of its region. Klingmann concluded with that a regional 
approach is even more appropriate after the collapse, because smarter, not more expensive projects 
incorporate local materials, building practices, and skilled laborers to create a holistically sustainable 
development.


