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This Month
EDITOR’S NOTE

Project Regeneration
s we enjoy the last few weeks of Spring before the dreaded 
heat comes back with summer, we use this issue to reflect 
on the various regeneration projects that have revitalized 
older buildings and landscapes bringing them into the ��st 
Century without losing their original charm.

The cape, including the Club Med surroundings located 
on the eastern tip of the Iberian Peninsula, was given the 
highest level of land protection because of its outstanding 
geological and botanical value. But in �003 the project 
was closed and remained so until regeneration works 
where completed in �009-�0 and today it remains the 
Mediterranean coast’s biggest restoration project ever. 
See page 48.

Another eye-catching project is that of Salwator Square in 
Kraków, Poland. The square is located in one of Krakow’s 
historical districts and badly needed to be brought back 
to life! Salwator district was based on the garden-city 
concept and remains one of the more pleasant places in 
Kraków. Page 38.

On Page �� we focus on the Shoreline Walk, a sequence 
of connected urban spaces, which form an important 
part of the reconstruction of Beirut city centre. The area 
suffered extensive physical and emotional damage 
during the civil war between �975 and �99� and this 
projects serves as a reminder of how far the city has 
come in terms of physically rebuilding.

We also feature two new landscaping projects in China, 
as well as Oman.

Enjoy the issue!

A

John Hampton

www.landscape-me.com
The First Specialised Landscape magazine in the Middle East

m i d d l e  e a s t march 2013m i d d l e  e a s t a p r i l  2 0 1 3

April Cover Options.indd   3 4/4/13   2:58:23 PM

Published by:

MEMEdia Publishing FZ LLC
iMPZ

PO Box 485005, dubai, UaE
Telephone: +971 4 4470927

Fax: +971 4 4470928

Managing Partner
Ziad Maarouf

Copy Editor
John Hampton

Sales Manager
Boushra dinnawi

art director
Ramon andaya

administrative assistance
Sarry Gan

Contributors

Petra Funk
Markus Jatsch

anna Klingmann
Karolina Bober

Gemma
Chloe Zang

Jimena Martigononi

Printed by
al Nisr Publishing LLC

Webmaster
www.pdinventive.com

Landscape is distributed free of charge in 
KSa, UaE, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, 

Jordan, Eqypt, and Lebanon by
Emirates Post UaE



�   i  www.landscape-me.com i april 2013

Contents
April 2013- Issue 70

18

54

48

12

42

32
24

4  News and events

12  Shoreline Walk: Beirut Lebanon

18  Interview with Nishrin    
 Kothambawala

24  Abu Dhabi Corniche Beach: 
 Abu Dhabi's Scenic Boulevard

32  Khawr Awqad A Catalyst for   
 Change

38  Historical district Salwator Square

42  Artistic living: Wulin Palace  
Zhongbei district in Hangzhou - China

48  Tudela-Culip (Club Med) 
 restoration project in ‘Cap de   
 Creus’ Cape

54  Interview with: Daniel McNamara

60 Commercial Hub: Sowwah Square 

64  Second Lobby: Landscape for   
 Seoul Broadcasting System



3�   i  www.landscape-me.com i april 2013

l I f e s t y l e  d e s t I n at I o n

A Catalyst 
for Change
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Khawr Awqad is the new standard for sustainability, a 
catalyst for change to shape the future of Salalah. It will 
be a holistic sustainable lifestyle destination in Salalah 
promoting an exceptional quality of life in a fusion of 
community, nature, and education. 

S
urrounded by residential 
communities and luscious 
green agricultural fields 
to the north and east 
and the expanse of the 

Arabian Sea to the south and east, 
Khawr Awqad is envisioned as a 
unique destination with a focus on 
eco-literacy and education, eco-
tourism, and sustainable green 
living. Residents, professionals, 
visitors from the region and 
tourists alike are offered a truly 
unique experience where a wealth 
of eco conscious experiences 
across residential, hospitality, 
retail, culture and nature form a 
model for an integrated sustainable 
lifestyle. Whether it is for learning, 
exploring, or simply relaxing, 
Khawr Awqad ensures there is 
something for everyone – all within 
a few short steps.

Sustainable Residential 
Community with park, Khawr 
Awqad, Sustainable Lifestyle 
Destination Oman, Klingmann.

SRC pedestrian 
experience Khawr 
Awqad, Sustainable 
Lifestyle Destination 
Oman, Klingmann.

Poolscape, Khawr 
Awqad,Sustainable 
Lifestyle Destination 
Oman, Klingmann
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Three Zones
Three unique zones—an eco resort, a 
sustainable residential community, and an 
ecological public park— are generated and 
connected by a pristine wetland reserve. This 
immaculate body of water radiates outwards 
and infiltrates the site with different water 
features, natural attractions, green parks, 
educational facilities, seasonal events and 
festivals. A unique river walk provides a mix 

of restaurants and intimate cafes, privately 
owned specialty boutiques, and a small art 
gallery that features local art and culture. 
The seasonal programming includes cultural 
events and festivals that will expose visitors 
to different facets of the local culture that 
make Salalah such a special place—making 
it unlike any other venue in the city. It will 
be a serene destination for all to enjoy year 
round as a holistic, sustainable environment.

Holistic Sustainability
As opposed to other destinations that just 
“talk” sustainability, Khawr Awqad actively 
builds a holistic sustainable environment by 
preserving and promoting local flora and 
fauna, offering educational activities, and by 
encouraging an active involvement in wildlife 
preservation and the local culture. The 
heart and soul of Khawr Awqad is a unique 
bird sanctuary surrounded by a series of 

Render 
Plan Khawr 
Awqad Oman, 
Klingmann 
Architects
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INFRASTRUCTURE FOR SPORTING EXCELLENCE
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boardwalks and winding trails that merges 
with a public park which encompasses a 
botanical garden exhibiting local flora, a 
mangrove nursery and reforestation zone, 
a center for eco-literacy, and a horticultural 
exhibit for organic farming along with a 
bio-treatment plant.

Brand Vision: Eco Tourism
Ecotourism has become one of the fastest-
growing sectors of the tourism industry, 
growing annually by 10-15%. Khawr 
Awqad is perfectly suited to capitalize on 
the growing lifestyle trend of Eco Tourism. 
Thoughtfully planned and carefully 
managed, it will allow for the generation 
of revenue while integrating conservation 
concerns and cultural heritage. Salalah, 
known throughout Arabia as ‘The Garden 
City’ has the feel of a small East African 
coastal town, relaxed, cool and humid and 
rife with banana, coconut, sugarcane and 
papaya plantations.

Left: Bird Sanctuary, Eco Park, Khawr 
Awqad, Sustainable Lifestyle Destination 
Oman, Klingmann. Above: Master Plan
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Khawr Awqad is committed to promoting 
and encouraging sustainability as a lifestyle 
in the district. In furthering this goal, Khawr 
Awqad is implementing a detailed design for 
amenities in the public spaces. Components 
include an extensive bird sanctuary and 
wetland connected by foot trails and board 
walks, a pedestrian-only river walk and 
waterfront promenade, areas of intimacy with 
unique gardens and water features, integration 
with regional centers for wildlife protection, 
cultural centers, a curated program for eco 
literacy, a community events calendar, and a 
permanent maintenance regime for the whole 
district

Enjoyment 
Khawr Awqad is designed to provide quality 
spaces for relaxation and enjoyment— 
encouraging people to develop a sense of 
community. The destination offers a multitude 
of quality public spaces, communal amenities, 
beautifully landscaped courtyards, parks with 
educational amenities, pedestrian paths, and 
squares that support neighborliness, civic 
interaction, and identity.

GLOREI Site: Sustainable Mixed-Use 
Community
The residential community is envisioned as 
a sustainable pedestrian environment with 
a small retail component that integrates the 
local heritage and culture while creating a 
21st century cosmopolitan feel. 

Comprised as an iconic gateway, the 
architecture rises naturally out of the 
site’s landscape and forms a village-like 
organization that is reminiscent of a traditional 
town. Effortlessly combining contemporary 
design and traditional Dhofari details, the 
architecture varies and scale and character 
to give each neighborhood a unique look and 

feel that ranges from eclectic Arabic villa-style 
buildings to more compact units that offer 
residents a view of the Arabian sea. A network 
of undulating foot trails guides visitors and 
residents to lively squares, green parks and 
peaceful waterscapes that encourage a vibrant 
community life and provide areas for rest and 
rejuvenation.

The signature attraction of the Khawr Awqad 
residential community is the River walk, a 
tree-lined boulevard with a gentle creek that 
guides residents and visitors alongside small 
locally-owned shops and cafes from the main 
entrance of the residential community to the 
public eco park.

Khwar Awqad was originally conceived as 
a private/public partnership between Global 
Omani Investment Company (GLOREI) and 
the Omani Ministry of Tourism. Phase One 
is in the government approvals process and 
expected to break ground by the last quarter 
of 2013 or early 2014. 

ProJeCt Data:
LOCATION: Salalah, Oman
SITE AREA: 323,669 m2
PROJECT SCOPE: Brand Strategy, Master 
Planning, Architectural Design, Landscape 
Design
PROJECT TYPE: Mixed-Use: Resort/
Residential Community and Educational 
Eco Park
CLIENT: Global Omani Development & 
Investment Co. (GLOREI)
AWARDS: Cityscape 2010: Highly 
Commended - Islamic Architecture, Leisure, 
Master Planning, Community, Tourism; 
Winner - Environmental Award

Resort Villas, 
Sustainable Lifestyle 
Destination Oman, 
Klingmann

River Walk, Khawr 
Awqad, Sustainable 
Lifestyle Destination 
Oman, Klingmann
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Sustainable 
Residential 
Community, Khawr 
Awqad, Sustainable 
Lifestyle Destination 
Oman, Klingmann

Eco Resort, 
Sustainable Lifestyle 
Destination Oman, 
Klingmann




